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Address  delivered  by  Councillor  W.  Rowland 
Walleb,  J.Pm  Okairm<m  of  the  Council^  at  the 
Council  Meetmg  held  on  the  26lh  March^  1912. 


Gentjlemen, 

In  accordance  with  annual  custom,  I  would  now  ask  your 
attention  to  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Council  during  the 
year  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  presiding  over  its 
deliberations.  For  convenience  of  reference  I  will  deal  with  the 
various  branches  of  the  Council's  activities  und^  the  headings 
of  the  several  Committees,  and  will,  first  of  all,  refer  to  the 
important  matt^  coming  within  the  purview  of  the — 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been,  on  the  whole,  very  satis- 
fekctory,  as  the  following  figures  testify.  Our  deatii*iate  for  1911 
was  11-8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  14-6  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  and  15*5  iot  ^Im  77  Great  Towns.  The 
Zymotic  death-rate  was  1-90  per  1,000,  that  of  England  and 
Wales  1*73  and  that  of  the  77  Great  Towns  2*29  p»  1,000.  The 
birth-rate  was  23-5  per  1,000,  as  agahist  24*4  for  Ei^land  and 
Wales  and  25*6  for  the  77  Great  Towns.  Our  In^ntile  Mortality, 
t.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  was 
112-6  per  1,000,  while  that  of  England  and  Wales  was  130  and 
of  the  77  Great  Towns  140.  Although  Leyton  shows  an  unprove- 
ment  in  this  respect,  the  preservation  of  infant  life  is  of  *  such 
ui^ent  hnportanee  to  1^  nation  Hiat  I  venture  to  hope  tiiat 
by  the  adoption  of  precautions  in  the  way  of  registration  and 
advice  it  may  be  found  possible,  in  the  near  future,  to  ^foet  a 
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oonsideTable  reduction  on  our  jHresent  figures.   As  bearing  upon 

the  vital  statistics  reported  to  us  from  time  to  time,  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  estimate  of  our  Medical  Officer  as 
to  the  population  resident  in  the  Leyton  Urban  District  proved 
to  be  quite  remarkably  dose  to  the  official  figures  of  the  1911 
Census  furnished  to  us.  He  estimated,  to  the  middle  of  1910, 
a  population  of  123,300.  The  official  figures  in  April,  1911,  were 
124,736,  showing  a  difference  of  only  about  1  per  cent.  This 
shows  that  om  calculations  for  the  past  few  years  have  been  as 
accurate  as  can  be  expected  with  a  decennial  census.  The 
following  are  the  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
to  the  Medical  Office  of  Health  durmg  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever      . .       . .  460      Diphtheria       . .  174 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever    28      Phthisis  . .       . .  196 

271  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  124  oases  of  Diphtheria  have 

been  treated  ha  our  Hospital  during  the  period.  The  exceptionally 
hot  and  dry  summer  of  1911  was  the  cause  of  the  heaviest 
mortahty  from  DiarrhcBa  which  has  occuiTed  since  1906,  and  an 
epidemic  of  Measles  which  occurred  last  spring  accounted  for  the 
loss  of  76  lives.   The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  two 
Orders  during  the  year  making  all  cases  of  Phthisis  occurring  in 
Institutions  and  in  the  private  practice  of  medical  practitioners 
notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.   These  Orders,  added 
to  that  issued  by  the  Board  in  1908,  which  provided  for  the 
notification  of  all  Poor  Law  cases  of  Phthisis,  bring  all  cases  of 
this  disease  which  are  receivii^  treatment  in  the  District  to  the 
notice  of  our  Health  Department.     Various  other  health  matters 
have  engaged  attention  during  the  year,  such  as  the  making 
of  epidemic  Cerebro -Spinal  Meningitis,  acute  Polio-Myelitis  and 
acute  Polio-Encephalitis  notifiable  diseases,  and  the  enrolling  of 
the  Trades  of  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer,  and  Fish  Frier  among  what 
are  technically  known  as  "  Offensive  Trades." 

House-to-house  inspection  has  been  energetically  carried  out 
by  our  Officers,  and  Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  Dahies,  Fac- 
tories, Workshops  and  other  premises  in  connection  with  the 
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Food  Supply  of  the  District  have  been  regularly  supervised  and 
the  Byelaws  relating  thereto  duly  enforced.  Various  seizures  of 
unsound  articles  of  food  have  been  made  and  some  prosecutions 
instituted,  and  generally  the  sanitary  oversight  of  the  District 
has  been  admirably  carried  out  by  our  M^cal  Officer  and  hw 
Staff. 

From  the  1st  April,  1911,  to  the  29th  February,  1912,  the 
plans  of  246  new  Buiklings  and  Additions  have  been  presented 
to  the  Council,  and  of  these  215  were  approved.  Eighty-two 
houses,  of  whidi  16  were  double  tenements,  weie  certified  as  fit  fox 

occupation,  in  addition  to  several  larger  buildings  and  factories. 

At  the  Destructor  Works  about  19,000  tons  of  house  refuse 

and  about  700  tons  of  pressed  sludge  have  been  consumed.  In 
addition,  about  10,000  tons  of  the  latter  have  been  sent  away 
to  various  parts  of  the  country  for  manure.  A  new  9-inch  sewer 
has  been  constructed  in  Vicarage  Road  from  Gapworth  Stieet 

for  a  distance  of  about  200  yards  towards  Lea  Bridge  Road. 

During  the  year  the  exterior  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  has 
been  painted  and  a  new  Larder  erected. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE. 

There  are  now  over  67  miles  of  roads  maintained  by  the 
Council,   and  during  the  year  several  improvements  in  either 
widening  or  paviug  have  been  carried  out  in  the  following  roads  : — 
Skeltons  Lane.  Grange  Road  to  Goldsmitli  Boad. 

Forest  Road.  Canterbury  Road. 

Front  of  Warner  Estate. 
The  Brklge  over  the  Dagenham  Brook  has  also  been  widened. 
During  last  summer  the  foUowing  roads  were  tar^prayed: — 
Grove  Green  Road.  Church  Lane.  New  Wanstead. 

Cambridge  Park.      Woodford  Road.         Manor  Boad. 
Grange  Park  Road.   Bushwood.  Vernon  Road. 

Harrington  Road.    Burghley  Road.  HoUy  Road. 

Primrose  Road.        Vicarage  Road.  Park  Road. 

Chureh  Road.         Bush  Road.  Browning  Road. 

Footpaths  round  the  Coronation  Gardens. 
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The  following  ]X)ad%  or  portions  thereof,  were  made  up  with 
tarred  granite : — 

Woodford  Koad.      CSambridge  Park  Boad.  Grove  Green  Boad. 

Church  Road,  Hoe  Street.  Markhouse  Road. 

Whi^ps  C^S8  Boad.  Fladgate  Boad. 

Baring  the  year  the  new  bridge  over  tlxe  Water  Works  River 
has  been  completed  by  the  London  County  Council  and  opened  to 
the  public.  The  planting  of  trees  in  the  roads,  commenced  three 
years  ago,  has  been  farther  continued,  and  some  46  roads  were 
scheduled  to  be  planted,  about  3,000  trees  being  purchased  for  this 
purpose.  Some  26  of  these  roads  have  now  been  oompleted,  but 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  replacing  a  large  number  of  trees, 
whieh  wero  wantonly  destroyed*  by  poison  last  season,  tibere  will 
not  be  sufficient  trees  left  to  complete  the  list  of  roads  selected. 
The  cost  of  this  wc»rk  has  been  met  as  follows : — 

£    8.  d. 

Grant  from  the  Local  Government  Board     . .     200    0  0 

IHstress  Committee    100   0  0 

Voted  by  the  Council    . .       . .       . .       • .      100    0  0 

Work  has  been  provKied  in  this  way  for  a  laige  number  of 
unemployed  workmen  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Tire  Brigade  has,  during  the  year,  rendered  its  customary 
excellent  servioe  to  the  Dkta*ict,  under  the  invaluable  leadership 
of  Captain  Miller.  Forty-five  fires  have  occurred  and  have 
all  been  satisfactorily  dealt  wi^»  several  letters  being  received 

expressing  thanks  and  admiration  of  the  work  done. 

During  the  year  the  Harrow  Green  Steamer  has  been  over- 
hauled and  repaired  and  a  new  boiler  provided,  and  it  is  now  in 
a  h^hly  satisfactory  condition. 

The  membero  of  the  ^ftr^ade  have,  during  the  year,  given 

great  attention  to  drills  in  order  to  add  to  their  efficiency,  and 
as  the  result  of  competitions  they  have  been  aiN^rded  no  less 
than  six  first  and  three  second  prizes,  and  besides  other  money 
prizM  have  won  the  Acton  Town  Cup  and  Acton  Town  Challenge 
Bowl,  also  two  valuable  shields. 
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The  total  strength  of  the  Brigade  is  35  members,  and  the 

appliances  in  use  consist  of : — 

1  steamer.  2  horse-drawn  chemical  engines. 

6  escapes.  1  horse  curricle. 

1  manual.  2  hose  trucks. 

Men  are  on  duty  day  and  night  at  ihe  Fire  Stations,  also  at 

the  outpost  stations  in  charge  of  escape,  hose,  &c.,  dming  each 

night. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Electric  Light  and  Power  Departa^wt,  after  meeting, 
all  charges  for  Int^r^st  amounting  to  £4,340,  repayment  of  Loans 
amounting  to  £7,843,  and  placing  £1,200  to  Reserve  Fund,  will, 
it  is  estimated,  show  a  surplus  of  about  £1,200  for  application 
in  relief  of  Eates. 

The  maximum  lighting  load  was  1,078  kilowatts,  equivalent 
to  35,933  30-watt  kmps,  against  36,233  of  the  previous  year, 
being  an  increase  of  about  2  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  units 
sold  wiU  be  about  1,666,508,  against  1,538,063,  being  an  increase 
of  about  8*3  per  cent. 

The  maximum  tramway  mppty  load  was  1,375  kibwatts^ 

and  the  units  supplied  will  be  about  2,552,439,  as  against  2,416,956, 
being  an  increase  of  about  5*6  p&t  waL 

The  number  of  consumers  has  increased  from  2,402  to  2,601, 
being  an  increase  of  8*3  x>er  cent.,  representing  an  increase  of 
6,207,  or  7*7  per  cent.  30-watt  lamps  coxmected  to  the  mains. 

There  have  been  15  new  public  incandescent  lamps  erected 
during  the  year,  whieh,  together  with  the  oonsomi^  just  reieraed 

to,  will  make  the  total  of  30-watt  lamps  connected  to  the  mains 
91,419. 

Three  and  a  half  miles  of  main  cables  have  been  laid  during 
the  year,  making  the  total  length  of  lighting  caMes  laid  in  tibe 

District  235  miles. 

.  The  total  capital  raised  and  spent  upon  the  undertaking  is 
£187,296,  of  which  £68,178  has  been  r^id,  leaving  £119,118 

still  due. 
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Applieatkms  have  leoently  been  received  for  tine  supply  of 

lighting  and  power  to  two  additional  large  consumers,  viz.,  The 
LcxNDOH  GsNXBAL  (taiHiBVS  Go.»  LTD.,  for  their  new  garage  now 
being  erected  at  Leyton  Green,  and  the  Steatford  Co-operative 
AND  IndustbiKAL  SodVEY  for  their  new  ]aundry»  &c.,  at  the  late 
North  Metropolitan  Tramway  Company's  Works  in  Union  Road. 

aSlAMWAYS  COMMITTEE. 

The  past  year  has  shown,  with  respect  to  thb  Department, 

further  and  important  developments  in  the  now  necessary  system 
of  inter-mmiiiig. 

We  have  terminated  the  old  Agreement  with  the  London 
County  Council,  under  which  aU  services  along  the  ia»mway  lines 
iD  Lea  Bridge  Boad  were  limited  to  their  cars,  and  entered  into 
a  new  Agreement,  nnd^  which  we  have  run,  since  the  8th  December 
last,  a  service  of  our  own  ears  between  "  Bakers'  Arms "  and 
Aldgate,  y»  Hackney,  also  along  the  same  route  to  Moorgate 
Street  and  Bloomsbury,  by  London  County  Council  Cars. 

The  terminus  at  Whipps  Cross  of  the  Leytonstone  Route  to 
Aldgate,  which  was  a  great  incouTenience  to  the  public,  has  been 
abolished.  The  cars  now  run  on  to  the  "Bakers'  Arms,"  except 
at  week-ends,  when  they  run  forward  to  the  "  Bising  Sun." 

Motor-bus  competition  has  been  keener  than  ever,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  number  of  these  vehicles  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  portion  of  the  roadway  chargeable  to  the  Department 
has  inneased  enormously. 

There  has  been  no  diauge  in  the  Agreements  with  respect 
to  the  through  runnmg  routes  with  West  Ham  and  Walthamstow, 
which  are  working  very  satisfactorily  for  all  the  Authorities  con- 
cerned. Thus  the  residents  of  the  District  are  well  catered  for 
in  local  tramway  services,  and  on  the  two  main  roads  have  a 
quick  and  cheap  run  to  various  parts  of  the  City. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  durii^  the  year  is  in  exqesa 

of  sixteen  millions,  and  the  receipts  are  approximately  £67,750, 
CMT  an  average  of  10*12d.  per  car  mile.   It  is  confidently  expected 
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that  the  Accounts  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1912,  when 
made  up,  will  show  a  smplus  on  the  working  of  about  £2,846, 
of  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  £1,423  to  Beserve  Fund,  and  to 
utilise  the  balance  in  relief  of  Rates.  This  is  after  charging 
£18,127  during  the  year  for  repayment  of  Loans  and  Interest 
thereon. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  AND  OPEN  SPACES  COMMITTEE. 

The  popularity  of  the  Open  Spaces  owned  by  the  Council  has 
been  fully  maintained.  The  general  appearance  of  the  Coronation 
Gardens  and  other  Grounds  have  afforded  much  pleasure  and 
given  general  satisfaction.  The  new  departure  made  in  keeping 
open  the  Gardens  till  10  o'clock  p.m.  during  the  summer  months 
WAB  fully  ap|»eciated  and  taken  advantage  of  by  large  numbers  of 
visitors,  and  no  complaints  of  any  kind  were  received.  The  Band 
performances  were  again  very  successful,  especially  those  at  Whipps 
Cross,  where  there  were  very  large  attendances  at  each  performance 
throughout  the  season.  The  Massed  Band  performance  at  Coro- 
nation Gardens,  notwithstanding  the  wet  weather,  proved  very 
attractive  and  drew  a  great  crowd  of  visitors. 

The  Alfresco  Concerts  have  also  increased  in  popularity  and 
attractiveness,  on  several  occasions  large  numbers  of  viators  being 
unable  to  obtain  admission.  This  has  led  the  Council  to  arrange 
for  increased  accommodation,  by  enlarging  the  enck>«ire  round  the 
Bandstand. 

The  Playing  Fields  continue  to  be  much  used  and  appreciated, 
the  number  of  Football  Clubs  accommodated  last  season  being  48, 
whilst  the  receipts  have  again  exceeded  our  estimates.  The 
dressing-room  accommodation  is  also  highly  appreciated. 

The  Tennis  Courts  at  James  Lane  Becreation  Ground  continue 
to  be  well  patronised. 

An  additranal  Attendant  was  provided  at  the  Bathing  Lake, 
Whipps  Cross,  and  although  there  were  a  number  of  cases  where 
baUiers  got  into  trouble  whilst  in  the  water,  yet,  o^ing  to  timely 
assistance  rendered,  thore  were  no  fatal  results. 
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The  Council's  Nuraery  at  Oliver  Eoad,  for  the  {wovision  of 
Plants,  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  use  in  their  Open  Spaces,  has  been 
improved,  and  further  aceoinmiodatiDii  for  bedding  plants,  &e., 

has  been  made  by  the  addition  of  a  new  greenhouse  some  80  ft. 
by  16  ft. 

LEGAL  AND  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 

Durii^  the  year  under  review  the  juvenile  street  tiuders  and 

the  employers  of  child  labour  have  been  kept  under  observation, 
and  proceedings  have  been  taken,  when  necessary,  for  enforcing 
the  Council's  Bye-laws. 

Proceedings  have  also  been  taken  in  respect  of  infrmgements 

of  the  Closing  Order  made  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  Hairdressers' 
and  Barbers'  shops. 

The  number  of  street  trading  badges  now  in  circulation  is  710, 

528  of  these  being  held  by  boys  between  the  ages  of  11  and  14,  and 
182  by  boys  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16. 

The  question  of  the  revision  of  the  standard  clause  inserted  in 
the  Council's  contracts  rating  to  pa3nnent  of  fair  wages  to  employees 
has  received  the  attention  of  the  Ccmmitte(;,  and,  as  a  result,  in 
their  R^wrt  dated  the  24th  October,  1911,  they  submitted  an 
amended  clause,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Council. 

The  Bill  promoted  by  the  West  Ham  Corporation  for  an 
extenaon  of  the  area  of  the  County  Borough,  for  the  construction 
of  new  tramways  and  extension  of  the  Corporation's  Electric 
Lighting  Undertaking,  &c.,  has  been  under  consideration  by  the 
Council,  and  a  Petition  has  been  presented  in  opposition  to  the  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  locus  standi  in  order  to  protect  this 
Council's  interests. 

BATHS  AND  WASHHOUSES  COMMITTEE.  • 

During  the  remarkable  weatiier  experienced  in  the  summer  of 
1911  the  attendance  of  the  public  demonstrated  very  clearly  that, 
given  favourable  conditions,  the  Public  Baths  are  as  popular  as 
ever.  The  number  of  bathers  dming  the  year  was  174,011,  an 
increase  of  22,238  over  the  fHrevious  12  months. 
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The  joint  efforts  of  the  Baths  and  Education  Committees  to 
encourage  swimming  amongst  the  school  children  in  the  District 
have  been  rewarded  by  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number  who 
have  become  proficient  swimmers,  and  the  Council  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  the  fact  that  no  District  in  the  Kuigdom 
surpasses  this  in  that  respect. 

The  question  of  additional  boring  in  order  to  procure  sufficient 
water  from  the  Well  to  meet  the  increased  demand  from  the  Electrw 
Light  Works,  and  for  road  watering  purposes,  in  addition  to 
supplying  the  Baths,  is  still  under  consideration. 

During  the  winter  months  the  First  Class  Swimming  Bath 

continues  to  be  in  demand  for  Public  Meetmgs,  Concerts,  Dances,  &c. 

LIBRARIES  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  statistics  relating  to  the  use  made  of  our  Central 
and  Branch  Libraries  will  be  of  interest,  and  will  SOTve  to  indicate 
their  value  to  the  community. 

1st  Apbil,  1911,  TO  31st  January,  1912. 

Daily 
Totals.  Average. 

No.  of  Volumes  issued  from  the  Oenlaral 

Library   110,270  5569 

No.  of  Volumes  issued  from  the  Lea  Bridge 
Library   48,226  243-5 

No.  of  Volumes  issued  from  the  Ley  ton- 
stone  Library   67,791  342-3 

No^  of  Volumes  issued  from  the  Central 

Reference  Library   •         6,765  29-1 

No.  of  Visitors  to  the  Central  Reading 
Room    137,826      542  6 

No.  of  Visitors  to  the  Lea  Bridge  Reading 

Room    138,918  5469 

No.  of  Visitors  to  the  Leytonstone  Reading 

Room    127,826  503-2 

Borrowers    enrolled    durmg    ^e  year 

(3  Libraries)       .  •       •  •       •  •       •  •  3,497 

.   Books  added  during  the  year  (3  Libraries)  1,113 

Stock  of  Books  in  the  Libraries  (3  Libraries)  38,661 
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In  oonneotion  with  the  Tercentenary  celebration  of  the  EngU 
Bible,  an  Exhibition  of  Bibles,  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Tamor, 
of  Knotts  Green,  was  on  view  for  six  months  at  Lea  Bridge  Branch 
Library.  The  same  gentleman  also  delivered  a  Lecture  on  the 
early  printing  of  the  Bible,  which  was  much  appreciated. 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Teaching  Staff  at  preset  employed  by  the  Council 
consists  of : — 

49  Head  Teachers. 
371  Certificated  Assistants. 
58  Uncertificated  Assistants. 

6  Supplementary  Teach^. 

7  Student  Teachers. 

3  Teachers  of  B^ndicraft  (Woodwork). 

4  Cookery  Instructresses. 

2  Laundry  Work  Instructresses. 

a  total  of  500  Teachers  on  the  permanent  staff,  as  compared  with 
494  last  yec^r.    The  total  number  of  Scholars  now  on  the  School 

Registers  is  20,894,  as  against  20,762  for  1911. 

During  the  period  from  the  1st  April,  1911,  to  the  9th  February, 
1912,  the  School  Canteen  Committee  have  provided  7,003  Break- 
fasts and  26,447  Dinners,  a  total  of  32,450  meals,  at  a  cost  of 
£255  as.  7d.,  as  against  63,148  meals  at  a  cost  of  £484  Is.  Od.  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  the  large  decrease  being 
no  doubt  due  largely  to  the  better  conditions  of  trade  and,  to 
some  extent,  to  the  activities  of  the  Canteen  Enquiry  Sub- 
committee, the  cases  at  present  on  the  list  being  principally  those 
of  a    chronic  character." 

The  Boys'  and  Girls'  Choks  of  Farmer  Road  Sehool  were  last 

year  again  successful  in  retaining  the  Challenge  Shields  at  the 
Stratford  Musical  Festival,  the  Boys'  Choir  for  the  «bKth  year 
and  the  Girls'  for  the  fifth  year. 
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To  commemorate  the  accession  of  King  George  V.  the  Scholars 
in  our  Schools  received  a  week's  holiday,  and  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  upon  which  the  Schools  closed  was  devoted  to  Coronation 
celebrations,  the  Scholars  being  given,  as  a  souveflir  of  the  occasion,  • 
a  handsome  card  bearing  a  specially  executed  design  with  photo- 
graphs of  Their  Majesties. 

Many  of  the  Sdiolars,  with  the  ap|ffoval  of  HJii.  Inspector 

under  Article  44  (6)  of  the  Code,  attended  the  Festival  of  Empire 
and  Pageant  of  London  with  their  Teachers;  and  the  Council 
were  also  able  to  obtain  250  free  tickets  from  the  "Festival*' 
Committee,  which  w^  distributed  amongst  the  seven  Schools 
showuig  the  largest  percentage  of  children  in  receipt  of  free  meals. 

With  a  view  to  the  more  thorough  cleaning  of  the  School 
premises,  women  scrubbers,  exigaged  direct  by  the  Council,  are 
now  employed.  The  Caretakers,  being  thus  relieved  of  the  work 
of  floor  scrubbing,  are  now  required  to  scrub  the  furniture  and 
woodwork  of  the  rooms,  the  effect  being  that  the  floors,  fumitiire, 
&c.,  of  each  School  are  thoroughly  scrubbed  six  times  per  year. 

It  has  been  found  necessary,  having  regard  to  the  lack  of 
school  places  in  the  Lea  Bridge  and  Syboum  Street  distriets,  to 
arrange  for  the  provision  of  additional  accommodation,  and  a 
scheme  for  the  enlai^ement  of  Church  Road  School,  including 
provision  for  the  Handicraft  Centre  at  present  using  Sybourn 
Street  Temporary  School,  as  also  for  an  additional  Laundry  Centre, 
has  been  approved  by  the  Council,  and  only  awaits  the  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Education  before  buikiing  op^tions  are  com- 
menced. The  effect  of  the  scheme  as  regards  school  accommodation 
is  to  pt>vide  about  ^  further  places  at  Church  Boad  School 
and  to  set  free  the  temporary  iron  building  at  Syboum  Street, 
which  can  be  utilised,  if  need  be,  as  a  temporary  School  to 
accommodate  370  infants. 

The  Council  having  decided  to  have  their  own  Des^  for 

Domestic  Subjects  and  Central  Class  Certificates,  an  offer  of  The 
Ites  Abts  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  award  Ptis&es  of  the  value 
of  £5,   £1  10s.  and    £1   respectively,   for   the    three  Designs 
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executed  by  Sckolare  in  tibe  Schools  adjudged  by  the  Committee 

to  be  the  best,  was  accepted.  The  result  of  the  Competition  was 
that  all  three  Prizes  were  secured  by  boys  attendii^  Oami  Hall 
Road  School. 

An  additional  Attendance  Officer  having  been  appointed,  an 
appreciable  improvement  in  the  average  attendance  of  Scholars 
may  be  expected,  which  would  result  in  an  increased  Government 
Grant  to  the  Council,  each  Scholar  in  average  attendance  earning 
£1  Is.  4d.  Annual  Grant,  10s.  Pee  Grant,  and  9s.  10^.  Aid  Grant, 
a  total  of  £2  Is.  2kl.  per  Scholar.  On  the  basis  of  the  total  amount 
of  these  Grants  (£37,850)  received  during  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1911,  when  there  was  a  percentage  of  average  attend- 
ance to  number  on  books  of  89,  each  increase  of  1  per  cent,  in 
average  attendance  would  represent  an  extra  £425. 

By  the  retirement,  on  the  14th  January  last,  of  Mrs.  Davenport, 
the  Head  Mistress  of  Goodall  Boad  Girls'  School,  whose  period  of 
service  as  Head  Mistress  in  the  District  extended  over  34  years, 
the  Council  has  lost  one  of  its  most  able  and  efficient  servants. 
She  ta^  with  her  the  best  wishes  of  every  Member  of  the  Council 
and  Education  Committee  for  her  future  welfare. 

The  Expenditure  of  the  Education  Committee  during  the  year 
ending  Slst  inst.  is  expected  to  amount  to  £102,026,  of  which 

£41,200  has  been  provided  from  the  Rates. 

OLD  AGE  PENSION  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  has  had  before  it  during  the  year  the  claims 
of  439  persons,  163  men  and  267  women.  367  were  allowed  by 
the  Committee,  345  of  them  being  for  the  mi^Yim^iiT^  amount  of 
5s.  per  week.  The  total  number  of  claims  dealt  with  by  the 
Committee  since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Old  Age  Pension  Act 
of  1908  is  2,352,  from  796  men  and  1,556  women. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  total  income  dt  the  Council  from  all  sources  for  the  year 
has  been  £295,445,  and  the  total  expenditure  £297,784.  New 
Loans  amounting  to  £17,870  have  been  received,  while  £37,108 


has  been  repjiid  off  Principal.  The  total  indebtedness  of  the 
Council  now  amounts  to  £804,411,  made  up  as  follows : — 


i? 

8m 

Ck. 

152  204 

0 

0 

Library  Account 

615 

0 

0 

Technical  Iiratitute  Account 

6,031 

0 

0 

Baths  Account      •    • . 

28,300 

0 

0 

I^vate  Street  Improvements  Account 

1,600 

0 

0 

Small  Dwellings  Ac(iuisition  Act,  1899 

566 

0 

0 

Tramways  Account 

266,716 

0 

0 

Electric  Light  Account 

123,880 

0 

0 

Elementary  Education  Account 

236,499 

0 

0 

£804,411 

0 

0 

During  the  year  the  rateable  value  (d  the  Dmbaot  has  incxeased 

by  £3,228,  and  now  amounts  to  £515,672.  The  assessments  number 
27,570. 

The  above  £a€t8  and  figures  are  ti^n  from  the  various  reports 

submitted  from  time  to  time  to  the  Council,  and  will  serve  to 
impress  upon  our  constituents  the  magmtode  and  imp(»rtuioe  of 
the  work  cast  upon  those  who  have  the  responsibility  of  controlling 
the  inunicipal  afibirs  of  this  great  District.  Leyton  is  one  of  the 
three  largest  Urban  Districts  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with  a 
popilaticm  of  meaiy  two  Mid  a  half  times  the  number  required 
to  qualify  it  to  become  a  County  Borough,  and  a  rateable  value 
equal  to  one-tenth  of  that  of  the  County  Essex.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  ratepayers  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
a&kirs  of  the  District  have  been  well  and  economically  administered 
during  the  past  year,  and  that,  with  its  excellent  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, its  well-kept  and  well-lighted  roads,  its  efficient  tramway 
service  and  electric  light  undertaking,  its  baths  and  warfihouses, 
its  public  libraries,  its  secondary  and  elementary  schools  and  its 
open  spaces  and  playing  fields,  it  is  a  healthy,  well-equipped 
District,  which  will  bear  comparison  with  any  other  District  of 
its  size  and  chMraeter. 
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The  year  just  closing  has  been  an  eventful  one,  in  that  it  has 
witnessed  the  Coronation  of  His  Majesty  King  George  V.  The 
Council  took  its  part  in  the  popular  demonstrations  of  joy  at  this* 
happy  event,  and  I  was  privileged  to  preside  over  the  Committee 
which  arranged  for  a  local  celebration  by  which  about  800  old 
people  were  entertained  to  dinner.  The  cost  was  defrayed  by 
pubhc  subscription,  and  the  surplus  of  about  £34  was  divided 
among  various  oharitabte  organizations  working  in  the  District. 

I  would  also  like  to  r^er  to  one  of  the  Council's  roadmen, 
Harry  Norris,  who  lost  his  life  in  a  gallant  and  successful  effort 
to  save  the  hves  of  a  woman  and  her  child  in  a  fire  which  occurred 
in  a  house  in  Windmill  Lane,  Stratford,  in  September  last.  The 
Council  passed  a  vote  expressing  its  sorrow  at  his  death  and  its 
great  appreciation  of  hfe  heroic  act,  also  defraying  the  expense  of 
his  funeral.  By  means  of  subscriptions,  a  Stone  has  been  erected 
over  his  Grave  in  Woodgrange  Cemetery,  suitably  inscribed. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  thanking  all  the  Council's  Officers 

for  the  efficient  services  they  render  to  the  District,  and  in  a  more 
perscmal  bbbbb  I  would  like  to  eatress  my  apioeciation  of  the 
valuable  advice  and  assistance  I  have  rectdved  during  my  term 
of  office  from  our  respected  Clerk,  Mr.  VmcmiT.  He  has  been, 
and  is,  a  tower  of  strength  to  us,  and  in  saying  so  I  am  only 
expressing  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  you  all.  I  aJso  acknowledge 
the  efficient  help  of  his  Deputy,  Mr.  HiiBBEBT  Vincent,  and  the 
Assistant  Clerk,  Mr.  Kithebdon,  who  has  been  always  ready  and 
willing  to  do  all  that  has  been  required.  I  must  also  say  to  you, 
my  Colleagues,  how  grateful  I  am  to  you  all  for  the  honour  you 
conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  to  this  Chair,  and  for  the  good 
feeling  and  consideration  by  which  I  have  been  sustained  throughout 
my  year  of  office. 


%tJl\on  WLxbm  Btstntt  donntil 


